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Introduction

Now hostilities in the Middle East are slowly ceasing – the outcomes often different than many
hoped for – the time has come to rebuild, develop and look ahead. In the many challenges that lie
ahead, one group is specifically destined to bear much of the responsibilities: youth.

During the Day of the Middle, we will  explore the future of the Middle and the role of youth in
interactive sessions. We invite you to take part in the discussions and learn more by engaging with
regional experts. The topics that will addressed will range from education as an investment in the
future, to the sustainable energy transition and citizens participation. 

There will be plenty of time to meet new people and exchange thoughts. During the lunch break and
drinks, you will be able explore art and culture from the region.

Agenda

09:30 – 10:00 Doors open, morning coffee

10:00 – 10:10 Welcoming remarks by Petra Stienen

10:10 – 11:00 Opening speech by Kim Ghattas

11:00 – 13:00 Parallel sessions: round I

 Young people on the labour market

 Sustainability and energy politics in the Middle East

 Countering extremism and youth radicalization

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break with art and theatre 

14:00 – 15:00 Voices of the Middle: the Case of Syria (Simone Filippini and activists from CCSD)

15:00 – 17:00 Parallel sessions: round II

 Education for young Syrians

 Social entrepreneurship and environmental challenges

 Citizens Dialogue: the Example of Yad be Yad

17:00 – 17:15 Closing remarks by Marietje Schaake

17:15 – 18:00 Drinks



Plenary contributors

Petra Stienen (Host)

Petra Stienen is an author and senator for D66. She was schooled to become
an Arabist and has worked as a human rights diplomat at the Dutch Embassies
in  Egypt  and  Syria  from  1995-2004.  After  leaving  the  Ministry  of  Foreign
Affairs in 2009, she established her own business as an independent advisor
for  various  clients  in  the  field  of  democracy,  diversity  and  government
diplomacy. She regularly appears on various media to comment on the Arab
world,  diplomacy and human rights.  Ms.  Stienen is  one of  the prominent
leaders in the Netherlands on European relations with North-Africa and the
Middle-East. She is an established public speaker and has won a number of
prestigious awards for her work. Petra Stienen will host the Day of the Middle
East. 

Samira Rafaela (Host)

Samira  Rafaela,  as  diversity  ambassador  of  D66,  became  the
spokesperson for  Diversity and Participation at  the Young Democrats
(Jonge Democraten). During this period she organized expert meetings,
dialogues, international exchanges, and was responsible for the Young
Democrats’ participation in the Gay Pride Parade. She was a political
trainer for youth and women in Tunisia and Ghana. Her affinity with the
MENA region came primarily to the fore as former member of team
MENA at the Young Democrats, giving training to youth in the region.
She founded team West Africa in the same organization. In 2016 she
was a member of the Transatlantic Inclusion Leaders Network of the
German Network. In daily life she is a social entrepreneur in Ghana, and
project leader Inclusion at the national police, as well as youth trainer. 

Opening speech by Kim Ghattas

Kim Ghattas covers international affairs for the BBC.
She  is  currently  a  senior  visiting  fellow  at  the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and is a
former public policy fellow at the Woodrow Wilson
Center for International Scholars in Washington DC. 

Ghattas  was  the  BBC's  State  Department
correspondent  from  2008  until  2013,  travelling
regularly  with the secretary of  state Hillary Clinton
and reporting extensively on American foreign policy,
from the Arab uprisings to the start of the nuclear
negotiations with Iran in Geneva in November 2013.
She has recently also reported from Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Iran. About her time with Hillary
Clinton she wrote the NYT best seller The Secretary- a Journey with Hillary Clinton from Beirut to the
Heart of American Power. 

Before moving to DC, Ms. Ghattas was a Middle East correspondent for the BBC and the Financial
Times, based in Beirut.  She was part  of an Emmy-Award-winning BBC team covering the conflict
between Hezbollah and Israel in 2006.

She was born and raised in Beirut to a Lebanese father and Dutch mother. Ghattas serves on the
board of trustees of the American University of Beirut. 



Closing remarks by Marietje Schaake

Marietje  Schaake  has  been  serving  as  a  Member  of  the  European  Parliament  for  the  Dutch
Democratic Party (D66) with the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) political group
since 2009. She serves on the International Trade committee and is the spokesperson for the ALDE
Group on the Transatlantic  Trade and Investment  Partnership  (TTIP).  Schaake also serves  on the
committee on Foreign Affairs and the subcommittee on Human Rights.  She is the founder of the
European Parliament Intergroup on the Digital Agenda for Europe. Furthermore, Marietje Schaake is
the Vice-President of the US Delegation and serves on the Iran Delegation and the Delegation for the
Arab peninsula. She is a Member of the Global Commission on the Stability of Cyberspace and is a
Young Global Leader and a Member of the Global Future Council on Future of Digital Economy and
Society with the WEF.

Plenary session – Voices of the Middle: the Case of Syria

This plenary session will addres the necessity of political engagement of citizens and civil society in
the  development  of  a  democratic  society.  Simone Filippini  will  argue as  such when opening  the
session, and focus on the importance of letting the voices of women and youth be heard. Her inspiring
story will  draw from personal and professional experience in Tunisia, Jordan and Syria. The latter
country will be looked into in more detail, as three Syrian activists from the Center for Civil Society and
Democracy in  Syria (CCSD),  will  talk about  their  mission:  striving  for  a  constructive Syrian peace
process that includes and benefits all civilians and civil society.

Speech by Simone Filippini

Simone  Filippini  has  more  than  30  years  of  experience  in  the
international  public  sector.  She  started  her  career  at  the
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs where she had various roles,
including Ambassador to Skopje, Macedonia. Her latest position was
CEO of Cordaid, one of the largest development and humanitarian
NGOs in the Netherlands. She has also been an elected member of
the National Board of the Dutch political party D66  and currently is
the President of the United Nations Association of the Netherlands
(NVVN/UNANL). As  of  October  2017,  Simone  Filippini  is
the Executive  Director  of  the  Netherlands  Institute  for  Multiparty
Democracy (NIMD).

Speaker Rajaa Atalli

Ms. Rajaa Altalli  is  the Co-Founder and Co-Director of  the Center
for  Civil  Society  and  Democracy  (CCSD).  Ms.  Altalli  has  built  up
CCSD as one of the prominent Syrian NGOs working on civil society
development. She has worked to document human rights abuses in
Syria,  trained  countless  civil  society  activists,  and  conducted
research Syrian women activists and unarmed resistance in Syria.
Ms.  Altalli  also  initiated  CCSD’s  Women  for  the  Future  of  Syria
program  which  empowers  Syrian  women  to  take  leadership  in
building peace and democracy in Syria in accordance with the goals
of  UN resolution 1325.  She is  currently  serving  as  one of  the 12
Syrian women appointed by the UN Office of the Special Envoy to
the  Women’s  Advisory  Board  of  the  Geneva  Peace  process.  Ms.  Altalli  graduated  from  the
University  of  Damascus  in  2002  with  a  degree  in  Mathematics  and  the  highest  marks  in  the
country.  She  has  a  Masters  in  Applied  Mathematics  from  Northeastern  University  in  Boston,
Massachusetts (USA) with a Fulbright Scholarship in 2006.



Speaker Noura Burhan

Noura  Burhan  is  the  Program  Director  of  the
Center  for  Civil  Society  and Democracy  (CCSD)’s
Women for the Future of Syria program. In 2011,
her  town,  Zabadani  became  a  focal  point  for
military  operations  and  Ms.  Burhan’s  family’s
orchards  were  burnt  by  the  Syrian  government
and  planted  with  mines.  During  this  time,  she
began  to  work  with  women  from  Zabadani  to
organize  demonstrations  for  peace,  which  was
deeply unpopular at the time. Ms.  Burhan continued her work,  joining the Zabadani women’s
Peace  Circle  and  organizing  the  group  to  successfully  negotiate  with  local  government
representatives  to  create  a  bomb-free  space  in  Zabadani.  She  then  led  the  peace  circle  as  it
conducted  shuttle  diplomacy  between  the  Syrian  government  and  the  Free  Syrian  Army  to
successfully negotiate a 40-day ceasefire. The peace circle also pressured the parties by collecting
the signatures of over 200 women from Zabadani and threatening a sit-in. In 2014, Ms. Bourhan
was forced to flee to Turkey due to increasing threats against her. She has continues to work on
women’s empowerment and peace initiatives with the 26 Peace Circles in Syria and the region. 

Speaker Ahmad Chahien

Ahmad  is  an  active  member  of  the  Aman  Network,  which  is
coordinated by the Center for Civil Society and Democracy (CCSD). The
Aman  Network  is  comprised  of  community  leaders  and  volunteers
throughout  Syria  working  to  prevent,  mitigate  and  reduce  conflict
locally.  In  2012  he  established  an  infirmary  for  injured  people  in
Antakya  in  Turkey  with  the  support  of  several  Turkish  NGOs.  Since
2013, 2 Mr. Chahien has been working with local councils throughout
the province of Hama in Syria. He helped to establish Hama Provincial
Council,  which is  run by civilians and in 2014, Mr Chahien became a
member of Kafr Nboda Local Council in Hama as the Human Resources
Director. With the Aman Network, Mr Chahien established the Hama
Emergency  Office  for  Conflict  Resolution.  He  also  founded  and
continues to coordinate a reconciliation committee in the IDP camps of Atma and Qah in Hama,
which seeks to counter extremist  ideologies,  extend services and integrate the IDPs into local
communities. 

Parallel sessions – Young People on the Labour Market

The Arab world has never been as young as it is today: almost two-thirds of its population is below
the age of thirty years. At the same time, the region has one of the highest youth unemployment
rates in the world, reaching almost 30 percent on average. For many young people, not having a job
leaves them in a situation of 'waithood': a period of stagnation in their lives, in which young people
spend their best years waiting. Not having a job means you can't afford to rent or buy a house, you
can't  get  married,  you can't  start  a family.  Large numbers of  young people consider to move to
Europe for a better life – not only from war-torn countries like Syria and Iraq, but also from countries
like Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia.

What are the opportunities for young people to find a job and make a living? What are the main
challenges and obstacles? How could (social) entrepreneurship create better (economic) opportunities
for young people in general, and young women in particular? What are the solutions and measures to
be taken? What role could Europe play? And how could D66 contribute?



Moderator Raymond van Doorn

Raymond van Doorn-Smeulers  (47)  has  twenty  year  experience in  the Dutch
government administration and is currently member of the management team
of  the  civil  aviation department  of  the  ministry  of  Infrastructure  and  Water
Management. He is since 1990 an active member of D66 and was elected local
councilor in the city of Hilversum from 2002-2006. Raymond has a broad interest
in international politics, although nothing beats his strong preference for France,
where he lived and worked for three years for the French transport ministry. On
the  site  politicalminds.nl   he  blogs  about  French  politics  to  keep  readers
informed in an accurate way.

Speaker Adnane Addioui

Adnane Addioui is a Moroccan social commentator, social entrepreneur
and  disruptive  thinker.  He  has  committed his  life  to  enable  creative
thinking, entrepreneurship and innovation for the common good. He co-
founded  the  Moroccan  Center  for  Innovation  and  Social
Entrepreneurship:  a  non-profit  organisation  dedicated  to  finding
entrepreneurial  and innovative solutions  to  every  social  challenge  in
Morocco. He currently serves as Chief Visionary.

Speaker Achraf Bouali

Parallel sessions – Sustainability and energy politics in the Middle East

During this session, we’ll deliberate on the current progress in the transition from fossil fuels towards
sustainable energy resources. The focus will be in particular on the countries in the Gulf region as
those countries are highly dependent on income from their oil exports. Together with several experts
in the field of energy politics and sustainability, we will look at the current and potential effects of a
shift towards  renewable  energy  sources  on the  power  balance  in  the  Middle  East.  How will  the
political and economic relations within the Middle East (and between the Middle East and the West)
be affected by the energy transition?

Moderator Salima Belhaj

Salima Belhaj (39 years old) is a member of the Dutch parliament of
the  political  party  D66.  As  a  member  of  the  parliament  she  has
developed a special interest in Defence and Foreign affairs and she is
currently  spokesperson  for  Defence,  member  of  the  Parliamentary
Assembly  Council  of  Europe  and  was  member  of  the  NATO
Parliamentary  Assembly. She  graduated  in  International  Human
Resource  Management  and  is  studying  International  Relations  in
Historical Perspective at University of Utrecht.

During 2008-2016 Salima Belhaj was the political leader of D66 in the
city  council  of  Rotterdam.  In  this  position  as  political  leader,  she
achieved that her party became an important influence in the city. Prior to the local elections on
March 3, 2010, she was the sole representative of D66 in the council. As head of the electoral list, she
ran a successful campaign in early 2010 and 2014, which saw a total of six D66 candidates elected.
She was consequently elected head of party and was twice responsible for undertaking negotiations
to form a new governing coalition. Apart from fighting for better policies on security and integration
in  the  council,  she  published  several articles  on  this  issue.  She  participated  in  public  debates
throughout the country and in the media about integration and discrimination and equal rights for



(Muslim) women and won the National Integration Essay contest with the essay “Diversity is the
motor for Innovation”.

Speaker Tessa Terpstra

Tessa  Terpstra  is  based in  Amman as  the first  MENA Regional
Envoy for Water and Energy Security for the Dutch Ministry of
Foreign  Affairs.  In  this  capacity  Tessa  engages  in  projects  and
policy dialogue on climate change, natural resources and conflict
with governments, private sector, civil society and donors in the
Arab region. Recently, she launched a partnership between the
Netherlands and the Arab Regional Centre for Renewable Energy
and  Energy  Efficiency  to  collaborate  on  a  sustainable  energy
transition  for  North-Africa  and  the  Middle  East  and  access  to
climate  finance  for  the  Arab  region.  As  part  of  the  Planetary
Security Initiative, Tessa set up a MENA regional working group,
together with the American University of Beirut. Before coming
to Amman, she served as energy focal  point  at  the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs  in The Hague.  As
diplomat working on human rights in Cairo, she witnessed events unfolding on Tahrir. Prior to joining
the foreign service she worked as a journalist and for a humanitarian NGO in Afghanistan. She now
lives in Amman with her husband who is a graphic novelist and her two children, Benno and Samia.

Speaker Salman Zafar

Salman Zafar is an ecopreneur, advisor, consultant and writer with expertise in
waste  management,  renewable  energy,  waste-to-energy,  resource
conservation, environment protection and sustainable development. He is the
Founder of EcoMENA, a popular Qatar-based voluntary initiative to promote
sustainable  development  and raise environmental  awareness in the MENA
region. 

Salman  is  proactively  engaged  in  creating  mass  environmental  awareness
through  his  popular  websites,  articles  and  blogs.  He  has  participated  in
numerous  international  conferences  as  chairman,  session  chair,  keynote
speaker and panelist.

Salman is a professional sustainability writer and affiliated with top business publications in the UAE,
Qatar  and  Kuwait.  He  has  authored  more  than  300  articles  in  reputed  journals,  magazines  and
newsletters  on  waste  management,  renewable  energy,  resource  conservation  and  sustainability-
related issues.

Speaker Stephan Slingerland

Stephan Slingerland is an environmental scientist who has had a long career
working in research institutions, think tanks and advisory organisations in
the field of energy and sustainability. His main research interest are issues of
political economy and policy mechanisms. Slingerland has managed many
projects on behalf of organisations such as the European Commission, the
European Parliament,  Dutch ministries,  the OECD and Tata Steel.  In his  latest  book  Energie voor
groene welvaart  (“Energy for Green Prosperity”), Slingerland discusses the vital role of the Middle-
East and other often forgotten key factors for a successful global energy transition. 



Parallel sessions – Countering extremism and youth radicalization

In this session we will discuss youth radicalization. What is it and where does it come from? What is
the difference between polarization and radicalization? When we talk about radicalization among
Muslim youth in Europe, are we talking about the radicalization of our youth: born and formed in
European cities. Can it be said that radicalization is due external influences, such as Wahhabism? Or is
it just due our society that is excluding groups or even discriminating?

With our panel we would like to discuss this questions and also reflect on recent research. What we
now young  people  from Europa  radicalize  faster  than  before,  according  to  large-scale  research,
especially young women are a vulnerable group that take roles in radical movements. How should we
handle  this?  What  are  possible  solutions? How do for  example  ensure  we that  society  does  not
polarize further and how can we create an inclusive society.

Moderator Imad el Kaka

Imad  El  Kaka  is  a  Palestinian  Dutch  journalist  and  communication
professional. He is also co-chair of Meeting the Enemy, board member of
Kring 48 and former presenter for Dutch television El Kaka debuted in 2002
with Hatice Kursun with  the book My Faith  and My Happiness.  The two
heterosexual  journalists  titled  this  book  of  Islamic  gays  and  lesbians,
following  the  controversial  ruling  of  Imam  Khalil  El  Moumni,  who  said
compared gay people with beasts. EL Kaka and Kursun made 24 portraits of
LGTBTQI+ boys and girls in their book. 

Speaker Fatima Elatik

Fatima Elatik is a Moroccan Dutch politician and director. She is a member
of the Labor Party. Elatik was from January 1, 2009 to October 4, 2010,
district council president in the Amsterdam district of Zeeburg. After that
she worked as a program manager diversity for the Dutch National Police.
Elatik  is  a  board  member  for  the  The  Factory,  The  Jewish  Moroccan
Network  Amsterdam  and  the  Giving  Back  Foundation,  which  supports
students  with  an  immigrant  background  in  their  study  and  career  in
business. 

Speaker Koert Debeuf

Koert  Debeuf  is  the  Director  of  TIMEP  Europe,  bringing  20  years  of
experience in European and Middle East politics. Mr. Debeuf was advisor,
speechwriter and spokesperson of the Prime Minister of Belgium, Director
of  the  Belgian  think  tank  Prometheus,  and  served  in  the  European
Parliament as Chief of Staff of the President of the Alliance of Liberals and
Democrats for Europe (ALDE). ALDE sent Mr. Debeuf to Cairo in 2011 to
observe the Arab Spring, where he lived in from 2011 to 2016, traveling
extensively  through  the  Middle  East  and  North  Africa.  He  is  a  founding
member of the pro-European Spinelli  Group and of the Arab Leaders for
Freedom  and  Democracy.  Mr.  Debeuf  is  the  author  of  Inside  the  Arab
Revolution: Three Years on the Front Line of the Arab Spring, and has had
articles published in North American, European, and Arabic newspapers and magazines. Mr. Debeuf
holds an M.A. in history from the universities of Leuven and Bologna, and is a Visiting Research Fellow
at the Centre for the Resolution of Intractable Conflict at Oxford University 



Parallel sessions – Education for young Syrians

Due to the war in Syria, more than seven million Syrians have been displaced internally and around
five million  have  fled  the  country,  finding  refuge  in  neighbouring countries.  Thousands  of  young
Syrians  were  forced to leave  schools  and universities.  Only  a  small  fraction  of  the  young Syrian
refugees  in  neighbouring  countries  is  currently  enrolled  in  an  education  programme.  What
perspectives can be given to these young Syrians? In what way could education contribute to the
post-war reconstruction of Syria? And what is the role of the EU in this? In this session, we learn
about two programmes providing opportunities for  young Syrians in  the region to continue their
education. A Syrian student in the Netherlands will reflect on these efforts and on the situation for
young Syrians in the region. 

Speaker David van Kampen

David  van  Kampen  is  project  manager  at  Nuffic,  the  Dutch  organisation  for
internationalisation in education. Nuffic is one of four partners implementing the
HOPES programme: Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives
for Syrians. It aims at improving prospects for young Syrians and contributing to
the  preparation of  the  post-crisis  reconstruction of  Syria.  The project  seeks  to
provide better access to quality  further and higher education opportunities for
refugees of  post-secondary-age from Syria as well  as young people in the host
communities affected by the high influx of refugees in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon
and Turkey. The programme is funded by the European Union. shrimp pdf

Speaker Wladimir Riphagen

Wladimir  Riphagen  is  data  officer  and  political  analyst  at  SPARK,  an  NGO
developing  higher  education and entrepreneurship  opportunities  for  young
people in post-conflict  societies.  SPARK runs the HES programme (Access to
Higher Education for Syrian Refugees and IDP's). The main focus is on enrolling
Syrian  refugees  in  the  region  in  education,  ranging  from  short  language
courses  or  certificate  courses  to  full-time  vocational  or  academic  bachelor
education. The programme is funded by the European Union.

Parallel sessions – Social entrepreneurship and environmental challenges

This  session  examines  the  positive  impact  social  entrepreneurs  can  have  on  climate  and
environmental challenges. Local social entrepreneurial initiatives will be brought to light, in order to
see how they contribute to solving problems like water scarcity and soil degradation, and to examine
which lessons can be drawn from their success. 

Moderator Mauritius Wijffels

Mauritius  is  a  qualified  Dutch  lawyer  and  conciliator  with  a 100%  MENA
related private practice, serving corporate clients of all sizes from Amsterdam,
Cairo and Dubai in their MENA related dealings. With a background in banking
as well  as public international law, he also advises on the enhancement of
cross-border business through legal, economic and social reform including the
protection of basic human rights. He is considered a MENA expert and has
appeared in Dutch and international media to discuss social and investment
developments throughout the region. Mauritius regularly provides workshops
to the Dutch business community on doing business in the MENA. In past years, he has been a regular
rule of law trainer to MENA diplomats at the Clingendael Institute, the Dutch Foreign Ministry ’s think

http://spark-syria.eu/
http://www.hopes-madad.org/


tank in The Hague, in addition to being a Dutch (legal) language and culture trainer at Regina Coeli,
one of Europe’s leading language institutes based in the Netherlands. 

Speaker Salman Zafar

Salman Zafar is an ecopreneur, advisor, consultant and writer with expertise in
waste management, renewable energy, waste-to-energy, resource conservation,
environment  protection  and  sustainable  development.  He  is  the  Founder  of
EcoMENA, a popular  Qatar-based voluntary  initiative to promote sustainable
development and raise environmental awareness in the MENA region. 

Salman  is  proactively  engaged  in  creating  mass  environmental  awareness
through  his  popular  websites,  articles  and  blogs.  He  has  participated  in
numerous international conferences as chairman, session chair, keynote speaker
and panelist. 

Salman is a professional sustainability writer and affiliated with top business publications in the UAE,
Qatar  and  Kuwait.  He  has  authored  more  than  300  articles  in  reputed  journals,  magazines  and
newsletters  on  waste  management,  renewable  energy,  resource  conservation  and  sustainability-
related issues.

Speaker Jullien Jreissati

Julien is the Arab World Campaigner at Greenpeace Mediterranean. Born and raised in Lebanon, a
country that distinguishes itself by both its incredible natural richness and the rate of its degradation,
he  has  always  been  concerned  and  passionate  by  environmental  and  conservation  issues.  It  is
therefore naturally that he decided to follow an academic and professional path that will allow him to
experience many aspects of his passion. One factor has always dictated his academic and professional
career choices: The ability to make a difference.

Speaker Danielle Hirsch

Parallel sessions – Citizens Dialogue: the Example of Yad be Yad

“How can citizens in conflict areas help bridge the gap between opposing parties? That is the question
central to this fringe meeting at the Day of the Middle East.  We explore the case of an Israeli  –
Palestinian dialogue group that for almost a decade has managed to bring young people from both
sides together to discuss the situation in their region. After a short documentary that shows the
dialogue group in action, the Palestinian and Israeli founders of the group will share their experiences
and lessons learned with the audience. It is a highly interactive session, led by Petra Stienen, in which
your input and questions are most valued. 

Please note that due to the sensitive nature of this session, we will not publish any names and photos.

Lunch break – theater and art

The Light and Shadow Theater Group

Under the guidance of director Erik Veltenaar, the cast of the
Light and Shadow Theater Group will perform a part of their
play  ‘Home’.  The  cast  consists  of  Wassim  Darwish,  Rashad
Masoud,  Farida  El  Yahyaoui,  Remi  Hilal,  Khadija  Oulmourif,
Rasha Razzouk, Ghaith Awad, Bilal Alrawy, Shana Noya, Hilde
Louise van Caspel and Geronimo Latumeten.



‘Home’ is a story about the place we all feel comfortable in. The place that feels like home. But.. What
if you can’t go home anymore. If you’re no longer safe and have to run
for violence, war and leave everything behind? 

‘Home’ is about starting over. About finding a new home in a world
unknown to you.  A world  of  different  customs and a  language you
don’t  speak.  Starting  over  is  hard,  but  offers  new  pathways  and
possibilities.  ‘Home’ is  a  story with  a smile and a tear,  from saying
goodbye, to integration.

Painter Talal Skeifah 

At first sight, Talal Shkeifah appears to be a regular man in his sixties.
However, Talal lives in a refugee shelter, having fled the war in Syria. ‘His’
floor at  the refugee shelter  is  marked by the smell  of  paint,  and the
presence of paintings in every corner. 

Talal hasn’t been a painter all his life, being trained as an engineer. It was
only two years ago that he trained himself as an artist, largely by looking
at Youtube videos from the American painter Bob Ross. 

Talal says his inspiration comes from calmth. The more serene his surrounding, the more ideas he
gets.  His  paintings  depict  landscapes,  people  and  objects,  and  some  are  scenes  from his  home
country.

Sculptor Feras Dahhan

Feras is an artist born in Aleppo, Syria. He shapes materials as metal,
wood, stone and scrap to make it express the humanity in art and
decor. 

Photographer Nizar

Nizar is 32 years and born in Iraq, who fled for war. Nizar explains his first arrival in the Netherlands at
Amsterdam Central Station felt like being born again, like a new beginning. Nizar likes the Dutch
openness,  the  freedom  of  thought,  religion  and  sexuality.  His  dream  is  to  make  a  living  a
photographer, camera man or director of short films. 
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